Montreal Night Summit / Part 2
Wrap-up for a Call for Nightlife Revival in
Montreal!
Monday, October 25, 2021 - Today, MTL 24/24 can feel a sense of accomplishment for this
second part of the Night Summit. Rich in content, the Summit brought together the public and
professionals from all areas of Montreal's nightlife under the roof of the legendary Stereo, the
last afterhour club to have survived in the Quebec landscape.
After two sold out days of airing out many important issues, we truly hope that the ideas will
make their way into the nightlife here.
CONFERENCES - Friday, October 22nd
Our conference day was the perfect continuation of our first Night Summit last May.
Our panelists and guest speakers were able to reflect, this time in person, on themes that are at the
heart of nightlife issues by elevating the level reflection and the general discourse in a big way:
occupation of public space at night, Global Night Time Recovery Plan, noise environment
management issues, diversity, inclusion, and the festivals of tomorrow - to name but a few - were
addressed head-on, in a spirit of exchanging solutions that brought some hope and relief to the
current state of affairs.

OPEN MIC NIGHT - Thursday, October 21st
Our open mic night was a resounding success, selling out a few days prior.

Following the kick-off given by MTL 24/24 general director, Mathieu Grondin, several actors and
nightlife enthusiasts took to the podium. Variations on the same theme (the ban on dancing),
interventions that were at the same time embodied, pertinent but also marked by a certain sadness
(mental health), and a desire for a revival on new bases (extension of the opening hours of
businesses, bars and theaters).
One testimony in particular made a very strong impression on everyone. When Solange, a small, thin
woman with a soft voice, came forward to speak, the crowd fell silent. Solange discovered nightlife at
53 years old. A professional and a mother who’s life had been affected by depression and a sense of
isolation, said that discovering the culture of nightlife saved her life. For her, the feeling of inclusion in
the nightlife community allowed her to find a renewed joy in life.
To stigmatize nightlife and ban dancing is to make Solange and all the people like her for whom
dancing is a breath of fresh air invisible. It is high time that nightlife be considered as an essential
socio-cultural vector on which to revive Montreal's economy in a more responsible and considerate
manner.

About MTL 24/24
MTL 24/24 is a non-profit organization dedicated to the development of the city's nightlife. Founded in
2017, it aims to structure, frame and analyze its development by participating in the de-stigmatization
of nightlife activities in order to make Montreal's nights a more dynamic and benevolent space-time.
About Stereo
Stereo was created in 1998 and is located in the heart of Montreal. Its sole purpose is pure ecstasy
on the dance floor. Aural pleasure is our raison d'être. The music. Not the commercial radio music,
but the real underground music, the one that goes forward. Our goal has always been to organize the
best parties with carefully chosen artists, visual presentations and quality lighting, in a room that
creates an energy so dense you can almost cut it with a knife. That's Stereo.

« Je me rends
compte qu’il y a des
gens, des
noctambules, qui,
depuis vingt mois,
ont perdu leurs lieux
de socialisation. Ça
a des impacts sur la
santé mentale. »
Le Devoir , 22
octobre

« Je n’ai pas le choix
: je dois ouvrir ou je
vais fermer pour
toujours.
C’est now or never.
S’ils ne nous laissent
pas ouvrir, on va
ouvrir nous-mêmes.
»
La Presse, 22
octobre
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